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The Zoom Chat

00:50:34

Candace Corson:
So true - listening & respect 

01:23:20

Tom Linden
Just two people in our breakout group. Both listed the 
following two issues as what they considered the most 
pressing: 1) Climate Change 2) Status of democracy

01:26:57

Andrew Weltchek:
I can recommend these organizations to become involved 
in the mid-terms: Vote Forward at votefwd.org and 
the Movement Voter Project at movement.vote. - Andy 
Weltchek 973-223-4567

01:27:10

Candace Corson:
From our group - I really appreciate you all.  Helpful idea 
- from Steve. “I’d like to understand, what is important to 
you. Most importantly, what you stand for?” (more than 
what you’re against) I really want to understand. …”

01:27:39

Paul Chapman:
Thanks Ed and all for a robust forum.  Alas I have to leave 
for my 56th high school reunion.  Hope to see you all 
soon.  Carry on!

01:39:15

Andrew Weltchek:
IMHO, civil discourse is valuable but also not necessary 
nor effective to out organize MAGA campaigns

01:47:40

Peter Ortner:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0vj-0imOLw
This website is shown in Norway to all school children to 

understand the difference between weather and climate

01:48:55

Reid Detchon:
One suggestion from our group: Watch Ken Burns’ new 
series on the Holocaust, starting this weekend.

01:49:16

Peter Ortner:
ken burns on PBS?

01:49:25

Reid Detchon:
Yes

01:52:16

M Bruce Parker:
Reid Detchon is an author of the white paper for the 
Clean Fuels Development Corporation. Read it and you 
will cringe the next time you start a car.

01:56:47

Reid Detchon:
Environmental Voter Project does very good work

01:56:47

Marcia Eckerd:
I feel too many people sit, talk, express concern and not 
enough actually do something to act on them.  To quote 
Obama, ‘Democracy is not a spectator sport.”

01:56:50

Candace Corson:
Tonight on PBS - I saw Ken Burns quoted as saying he 
feels that this is the most important work he’s ever done. 
https://www.pbs.org/video/official-trailer-1-b5uuqa/

9/17/22

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0vj-0imOLw
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01:57:30

Ira Gladnick:
For a left-right discussion, perhaps invite members of the 
class of 1960

01:58:00

norm zamcheck:
good idea. —  or 67 or 68

01:58:10

Candace Corson:
“I won’t work on a more important film than this,” Ken 
Burns 

In “The U.S. and the Holocaust,” a six-hour, three-part 
series airing  Sept. 18, 20 and 21 on PBS (check local 
listings), Burns and collaborators Sarah Botstein and Lynn 
Novick draw parallels between the 1930s rise of Adolf 
Hitler and contemporaneous antisemitic sentiments and 
racist laws in the U.S. that stifled this nation’s response.

Check out this article from USA Today: https://www.
usatoday.com/story/entertainment/tv/2022/09/15/
ken-burns-film-examines-american-actions-holo-
caust/8013961001/

01:59:00

M Bruce Parker:
The United States is a major contributor to many of the 
world’s problems. Progress at home would disproportion-
ately contribute to solutions, and would set an example 
others might follow.

02:00:58

Michael Kane:
I agree with Andrew Weltscheck’s perspective.   One thing 
we can all do, is donate the max we can afford to key 
Senate and House races to sustain a Democratic majority 
in Congress (Warnock, Mandela Barnes, etc)  Don’t have 
a lot of time, to debate MAGA true believers
02:02:41

Edward Landler:
Websites from Liebman:    
Reclaim Our Vote https://reclaim-our-vote.webflow.io   
FieldTeam 6   https://www.fieldteam6.org     
Public Access Democracy https://publicaccessdemocracy.
org

02:06:46

Robert Nath:
I need to leave, but my gratitude goes to the organizers 
for a superb seminar.  Much needed, well done, so thank 
you for all of this.  Best wishes to all and see you hopefully 
next time.

02:07:17

M Bruce Parker:
Tony Dolan was a speech writer for Reagan. Plausible 
candidate, but how much interest?

02:10:33

M Bruce Parker:
Krista Tippett has broadcast “Civil Conversations” on 
her NPR program “On Being.” She hosted conversations 
between opposing perspectives [though filtering for those 
who would talk with each other] about many issues. This 
involved numerical parity, thus less numerical threat.

02:12:49

norm zamcheck:
only Republican I ever thought of supporting - still. 
would

02:12:49

Candace Corson:
The idea of common ground is a precious one. 
Our common future, if we can have it, depends on finding 
common ground. 
Thank you all

02:18:33

Edward Landler:
Recommendations from Paul Chapman: http://
www.katharinehayhoe.com/2021/02/17/why-com-
munication-is-critical-to-tackling-the-climate-cri-
sis/   and  https://www.amazon.com/Gunfight-Bat-
tle-Over-Right-America/dp/0393345831

02:21:05

Andrew Weltchek:
John - Thanks for daring to whistle into the wind.

02:21:22

Deborah Rothman:
I’d like to give our conservative colleague the floor to help 
us better understand what values of his impel him to vote 
for Donald Trump, or other Republican candidates.
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02:26:13

Candace Corson:
I never realized till today, perhaps how fortuitous it is (for 
care Mon ground) that my chosen work is with wellness 
and Functional foods - because they all care about children 
- and their need for pure, real food: it’s a fact or value, that 
so many can agree on.

02:28:12

John Whiston:
Marcus Aurelius:  The best Revenge is not acting like your 
enemy.

02:31:13

Andrew Weltchek:
But wouldn’t Marcus Aurelius agree that one must also act 
to defeat your enemy?

02:32:08

Tom Linden:
Question to Peter: If the federal government is too big, is 
the solution dissolution of the United States into smaller 
entities of more like-minded states?

02:34:26

Peter Ortner:
Only in the sense of separating what is best done on differ-
ent levels of organization (local, regional, national).  The 
overwelmingly critical issue to me is humankinds impact 
on our planetary ecosystem and that requires appropriate 
action on all these levels.

02:34:44

John Whiston:
Andrew, Acting like your enemy almost never defeats your 
enemy in the long term.

02:35:00

Tom Linden:
I agree, Peter.
02:35:52

Tom Linden:
I agree, Peter, but the devil is in the details of how to ac-
complish what you suggest.

02:39:28

Andrew Weltchek:
John W. - I agree that acting like my enemy is not necessar-
ily effective.

02:40:14

miriam mills:
Looks like we’re about out of time.  How do we want to 
wrap up?

02:40:47

Kevin McKean:
Agree, Mel -- we are a family but not a happy one right 
now.Thank you all! Have to peel off now unfortunately, but 
very good session! Thanks to the organizers. Kevin

02:41:32

Charles Shamas:
If we consider our goal is to defeat our enemy we can 
neither interactively educate nor be educated, neither 
transform nor be transformed from our mutually exclusive 
politics to mutually inclusive politics.  We can only hope 
to beat our enemy, gain our enemy’s  submission. And our 
enemy can only hope for and strive for the same.

02:43:15

John Whiston:
both Frank Sinatra and Paul Robeson could sing “Most of 
all its the people, that’s America to me.

02:44:30

Andrew Weltchek:
Charles - By defeat I mean convincing enough people to 
support our goals. As a friend once put it, surrender is not 
losing, it’s going over to the winning side.

02:45:21

Charles Shamas:
Andrew  - so suitable tactics and method matter

02:45:27

James Conroy:
Recommend The Nation That Never Was by Kermit Roos-
evelt III, about the “story” we tell ourselves about America.

02:45:53

Peter Ortner:
another assuming greater diversity in partiicpants.  great 
that more ladies on this one!

02:46:09

Andrew Weltchek:
Charles - That’s exactly right. Might we stay in touch after 
at weltchek@weltcheklaw.com and 973-223-4567

mailto:weltchek@weltcheklaw.com
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02:46:09

Deborah Rothman:
Thank you for your participation, everyone! So enlighten-
ing.

02:46:15

Tom Linden:
Thanks, everybody.


